Mrs. Parker’s First Grade

Deer Point Elementary

Paradise News
8/26/11
We have had a “fin”tastic start here at Deer Point Elementary! As we become more comfortable with our surroundings, procedures and expectations, we will begin delving into some real first grade curriculum. Please read the newsletter carefully because it contains pertinent information to our classroom. If you have any questions, please email me. 

Here’s the “reel” scoop…
Important Forms:
I still have several families that have not turned in some important forms. I will be sending extra copies home today in the folder. Please fill out tonight and return tomorrow.

Class T-Shirt Order:
These orders and money are due this Thursday. These shirts are for our class to wear on Fridays and on all field trips as a safety precaution. We need every child to have a shirt. Please turn in your order and money before the deadline. 

School Shirt Order:
Shirt orders on the green form are also due by Thursday. No more shirt orders will take place until at least November. 

Newsletters:
Newsletters will be published each Monday. I will post them on the website and send you an email reminder every week. I will not send a hard copy home unless you do not have access to a computer. Please let me know if you need a hard copy each week. 
F.I.S.H. Folders:
Families are doing a GREAT job with the folders! Please remember that they will come home every day. Soon the folder will contain one or two books each night for reading homework. One book will be one I choose for your child, on his/her reading level. The other book will be a book of interest chosen by your child. We completed an interest inventory today and it was so exciting to see what kind of books each child likes. I will put the inventory in the F.I.S.H. Folder to stay. This will help all of us find the perfect books for these precious children. 
Math:
We are moving along mathematically! This week, we will be participating in fun math activities and stations. I will be assessing each child in math to have a better idea of how to meet everyone’s needs. 

Spelling:
Each Monday, we will have a spelling pretest. This is a test to see if the students already know how to spell the words. If your child earns a 100 on the pretest, then they will study the challenge words all week at school and at home and be assessed on them on Friday. This is a way I can make sure each child is being challenged in the area of spelling. Pretests will come home each Monday in the F.I.S.H. Folder. 

Spelling Words:
hat
had
sad
sat
bat
bag
at  can  help  now
Challenge Words:
that
clap
snap
grasp  plan  than  flap
 grab
 ant
as
Vocabulary:
Please see the vocabulary letter in the F.I.S.H. Folder today. I will begin assessing vocabulary this week.
Vocabulary Words:
No vocabulary this week. 
Word Wall Words:
Yes, we really will ride a bull, twist like Chubby Checker, disco dance, swim without getting wet and hula hoop in Parker’s Paradise! These are just a few kinesthetic activities we will enjoy as we learn to spell our word wall words. We will learn five new word wall words each week. These words will be posted in the classroom. The students will learn how to reference our Word Wall when writing. The words will be a part of the spelling test each week but will be posted. That means all your child has to do is know where to find the word and copy it down.
WWWs: 

my
help
you
love
 like
Writing:
Concepts that will be taught and assessed this nine weeks:

· Writing upper and lower case letters using a left to right progression

· Name- Each child must be able to write his/her first and last name.



· Date








· WWWs Spelled Correctly





· Finger Spaces





· A Vowel In Every Word


· Thoughts Must Make Sense 

For those students who are writing with ease, we will begin working on writing complete sentences and dabbling with creativity. 
Assessments:
I am very busy assessing the students in all areas so I can plan for instruction. Please be patient as this takes time. As soon as all assessments have been completed and reviewed, I will begin teaching guided reading. At that time, you will begin to see books on your child’s level come home each night along with a book of interest. 

Snack:
Beginning today, we will have class snack. Several wonderful parents have sent in some things for the students to enjoy for the next couple of weeks. First grade is tough and we have LOTS to learn so snack needs to be simple, quick, and mess-free! I will let you know when we are running low on snacks. 

Wear What You Want Friday:
This Friday is Wear What You Want Day! The children can wear whatever colors they want for $1. Please no spaghetti straps, flip flops, mini skirts, etc. We will celebrate this day on the last Friday of each month. This is a great fundraiser for AFIT. 

Animoto:
Our website is changing daily so be sure to check it regularly. I have posted our first Animoto movie. The kids LOVED it today and I am sure they would love to share it with you.
Box Tops:
Our school will begin collecting Box Tops this Thursday! There will be a competition between classes. The class who brings in the most Box Tops through the end of October will win a class party. Please send them in a baggie with your child’s name and my name on the baggie.

Dates to Remember:
September 2nd – Wear What You Want Day $1

September 12th -16th –Book Fair in the Library

September 15th – Open House 4:30-6:00pm

